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To THE P.V B L I C. 

THE following atfcourfe was delivered in 
thq Epif copal Church /zf V Dedham, on Chrijimai 
day, 1797, in compliance with the wijhes of a 
number of refpedtable charaders, and alfo the re- 
quefi of the Rev. William Montague, who 
was engaged to preach on the fame day in another 
Church. 

Soon after, I was informed that it was the unan- 
imous defire of the hearers that thefermon might be 
printed, and I was folicited to furnijh a copy for 
the prefs ; in confequence of which I have fubmitted 
it to public infpedion. 

As my defign was to honour the Saviour of Man- 
kind, and promote charity and benevolence among 
his followers of all denominations, I hope the purity 
of the motive will expiate any imperfe&ions, thql^iay 
appear in the performance. 

The author. 
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Luke ii. loth and iith verfes. 

^ehold I bring you good tidings of great jey, which 

jhall be to all people. For unto you is born 

this day, in the city of David., a Saviour j which 
is Chri/i the Lord. 



JL H E defign of the Deity in fend- 
jng a Saviour into the world, who fliould adorn 
jour nature by his example, reform us by his 
}aws, and expiate for our crimes by his death, 
*fas fo vaft in its nature and important in its con- 
sequences, that none of the component parts of it, 
■which are difcoverable by reafon, are unworthy 
Our notice. The curiofity of a fpeculative mind 
^oiild of itfelf naturally excite an enquiry into 
fivery part of the Divine conduft unfolded by 
the works of creation, or the facred fcriptures. 
But here the ftrong and powerful motive of in- 
tereft would be fuperadded, to awaken our con- 
templation on the moft wonderful event in the 
hiftory pf the intelligent world. 

According to our ideas of power, wifdom and 
greatnefs, we Ihould naturally fuppofe that the 
f^rft fcene, which introduced fo illuftrious a cha- 
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rafter as the Lord Jefus Chrifl: unto the human, 
drama, muft be grand and awful, and attended 
with every circumftance of pomp and magnifi- 
cence, which* could ftrike the eyes and the fenfes 
of men. This opinion would be warranted by 
a facred precedent, the promulgation of the law 
from Mount Sinai. If on that occafion the 
mountain was covered with fmoke, the thunders, 
the lightnings and the'found of the trunipet oc- 
cafioned terror and difmay in the minds of thofe 
people, on whofe account thefe divine energies 
were difplayed, might we not infer that the effects 
of it in the natural world, and among intelligent 
creatures, would he proportionally more great 
and aftonifliing, when ufliering in a ftill more 
glorious demonftration of the Eternal to his crea- 
tures ? In a word, that when the Defire of all 
Nations made his appearance, not figuratively, 
but literally, God would fliake the heavens and 
the eaith, and fill, not only his temple at Jeru- 
falem, but the whole earth with his vifible glory ? 
In thefe, however, as well as in our other rea- 
fonings on the government of God, we find that 
our'Siroft plaufible opinions are not always the 
beft founded. Greatnefs and fimplicity are near- 
ly allied. Objefts, which dazzle at the firft, foon 
become familiar to the eye. Likp the feufible ho- 
rizon, they diminilh in eflimation, on experiment 
and knowledge. Others, which appear minute 
and inconfiderable, upon a clofer infpeSion dif- 
cover marks of the deepefi: contrivance and pro- 
foundeft defign. The mofl beautiful arid magni^ 
ficent fabric, that was ever reared by human 
hand, can by the eye of the ingenious artifl be 
eafily traced from the bafis to the fuperftrudure j 
v'hiie the origin of the fmaUeft infed in the ani- 
mal, 
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Tnal, ot the arcana of the kaft plant in the Veg«- ^ 
Tatle world, cannot be explained by the moft 
learned philofopher. The reafon is obvious.-*- 
The firft is a human, the fecond a divine pro- 
duQion. 

Correfponding with our laft remarks, the birth 
oF Jefus Chrift was not attended with the falfe 
glare of worddly glory and grandeur, nor with 
that pomp and oftentation, which alFeft the ima- 
gination and fenfes of the weak and unthinking of 
mankind. On a review, however, of all the 
circumftances which attended that event, it would 
not be difficult to demonftrate that the wifdom of 
God in the moral and intelligent, is as much fu- 
perior to human calculations, as his fublime and 
beautiful productions in the material creation are 
preferable to the monuments and beauties of , art. 
For this caufe the humble and retired village of 
Bethlehem was preferred to the populous and fu- 
perb city of Rome for the firft appearance of the 
Mefliah. A manger, not a palace, was the firft 
icene to which the firft and beft of God's intel- 
ligent creatures was introduced. The unkind and 
inhofpitable temper of thofe who were prefent as 
fpeftators, was a prefage of the ingratitude of 
that world which he came to redeem ; while at 
his birth, the contraft between heavenly honours 
and earthly debafement was an emblem of his 
future condition in the world — a ftriking pifture- 
of a life made up of indigence, mifery and won- 
ders- 

The Ahnighty, however, gave to mankind 
fufficient indications of his divine agericy in fo 
important an event as the nativity of the Redeem- 
er. The celeftial raefrengers werej;lirefl:ed to an- 
nounce thofe joyful tidings to the /hepherds in the 

vicinity. 
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vicinity. Other occurrences equally retnarkabfef 
engaged the attention, of thofe who, from the! 
language of their ancient prophets, were waiting 
with anxiety for their patron and faviour, and 
fully perfuaded that the aufpicious asra was at 
hand. 

The words of the text are a part of the mef- 
fage announced by the angel. They point out 
Ids birth, and defcribe its effeds. As my main 
defign is to fpeak this day on the important ad- 
vantages that raanldnd have derived froni the' 
advent and miffion of Chrift, I (hall take the li- 
berty to invert the order of the verfes in further 
proieciiting the fubjeft. 

I. I fhall make fome remarks on the wifdcm o£ 
Providence, that the birth of Chrift Ihould 
be circumftanced in the manner related by 

. St. L,uke and another, evangelift. For ufitg 
you is born this day a Savidur which is Chrifi 
the Lord^ 

II. Take a fummary view of the extenfive ad- 
vantages which mankind have derived from 
the example of Jefus Chrifi, and the princi- 
ples of his religion. Behold I bring you good 
iidingr of great Joy, which Jhall be unto all 
people. 

HI. Offer a few reflexions. 

Firji, I Ihall make fome remarks on the wif- 
dom of Providence, that the birth of Chrift (hould 
be circumftanced in the manner related by St. 
Luke and another evangelift. For unto you is 
born, &c. ■ ' • 

Firft of all, the nation among whom he was 
born had be^;i from remote antiquity favoured 
with a divine revelation ; in which clear and 
ftiong indication^ were given of the defigns of 

Providence 
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ftovidence rdpefting the redemption of manlcind 
by Chrift. To Abraham, the firft (jf the Patri* 
archs, it was ^declared, that in his' fem alienations 
efihe earth fioould be bleffed. To his two imme* 
diait© defcendants a promLfe of Ifke import waS 
uttered. To Mofes, the great and infpired law* 
giver of the Jews, it was foretold, that' a prophet 
hke unto, himfelf fhpuld arife, arnled with plena- 
ty powers, for the propagation of true religion 
and moral virtue in the world. By the fucceed- 
ing prophets, particularly Ifaiah,' not only the 
great and marvellous, but many of the moft mi- 
nute events of hi& life, as well as of the circum- 
fiances of his fufferings and death. Were predifted 
with hiftorical exadnefs. A people, who had 
fuch credentials of the divihe promifes, Wfere not 
onl^the moft likely to receive the Mefliah, but 
were die faired and fitteft judges of his pretend 
fions. For they had little elfe to do, but to Jn- 
fpe£l: the infpired language of their' laws and pro- 
phets, and compare it with fh^ accomplifhment 
in his life and adiom.' This caufe may be ra- 
tbnaiiy- affigned why," in the counfels of Hea- 
ven, an obfcute "part of an 6bfcure country wsis 
preferred, for the dawnings of the light of the 
world, to Greece, with her literary fame, or 
Rome, with the fplendour and majefty of her 
conqueili. "■ 

In the fscond plaiei' i}c(e family, from which he 
«Jefcended affoifd us a remark fimilar to the lafl:» 
Humble and diprelfed' in their fortunes, fofar as 
to be obliged at his birth to take adtalita^e of 
the facrifice cuftomary for the poor ; at the fame 
time venerable: for a ioHg line of anceftois, em-, 
bracing both the fan^Hty' of Patriarchs and rhd 
majefty of KingSi F/om tliefe fafts it is clear- 

• . B ly 
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ly evidenr, that wealth is of no cpnfequerice lii 
Jhe fight of God, ;and that he meant to intro* 
duce Ghrift and hi? gofpel inflependenl of any 
human infl,vience ; at the fame' time ■ it was order.% 
ed by Providence, that nothing mean or degrading 
roig-ht ta^e place in the nativity offo illuftiipus a 
perfonage. , - ■ . • ; •• ^ 

T/jtrHly, iTih^ om^rts and ptodigieS attending 
his birth were juft indications of his charaiEter and 
errand to the jpfbrld. The Star in the eaft was a 
harbinger of the Sun of Righteoufnefs. The anx^ 
lous enquiry of the wife men inlplied, that a fyf- 
temof Jtruth and righteoufnefs was wanted to in- 
ftrudl mankind, notwithftanding the wifdom of tlie 
world. ■ The pacific . mariner in which, he was in* 
produced to the world, quadrated with the hum- 
ble- temper and benevolent condudt difplayed in 
every part of his private life or public miniftrys 
The cfueljealoufy' of Herod was the firft accom- 
plifhment of thqfe infpired predidlions, wbithi an-i 
nounced him to be a.manof rforrows, from the 
cradle to the crofs, vyhile his divine prefervation 
from the defigns of thp.'f tyrant was a prefege of 
the fuccefs of his gofpel againft the dafliing in. 
terefts and corrupt morals of the world. ' 
.. A/oMr/^ obferKation which occurs, i«, the fit- 
nefp and pTopriety of that precife period, of time 
affigned for his birth. The "Aflyrian, , the Per-> 
fian,- and the Grecian monarchies 'had been fwal- 
lowed up by ,the Rqrnan powei., Prpfpund peace 
was- eftabliflied, in ajl parts ofihe civilized world. 
From the caufes lafl: mentioned, it was a talk nei- 
ther difficult nor dangerpus to travel from one 
country to another. It was an age, which has 
been renowned for the progrefs of urljaiiity, and 
of the arts and, fciences. The-ineftimable re- 
mains 
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mains, of ancient literature, the fublime efforts of 
genius which have fcarce ever been equalled, and 
we are fare have never been exceeded by any, na^ 
tion or individual from that sera ,to the prefent, 
-amply q\ialified that geheration to detect: falfe- 
hood and irapofture. ;For had the prejudices of 
the Jews been fuch as to admit a deceiver from 
the hopes of national grandeur, ftill they were 
but an inferior, weak province of a foreign go- 
vernment. Had Chrifl appeared at an earlier 
date, the divifion of mankind into^ fmall govern- 
ments, independent of each other, and mutu^Iy 
hoftile, would have . required as cpn^ant prpdi- 
gies in the whole procefs, as were wrpught at the 
firft promulgation of the gofpel. The general 
expe^ation of both Jews and Gentiles that a 
prince and lawgiver was foon to arife, who fhould 
govern the earth, prepared their minds .for the 
reception of the Chriftian fyftem, and its Author. 
Had God longer delayed his gracious defigns, 
their expedations would have languiihed for want 
of their completion. It was therefore in the ful- 
nefs of time that God fent forth his Son. By 
the convulfions and revolutions which preceded 
that event, the words of his holy prophet were 
fulfilled. Every . valley Jhall he exalted, every^ 
mountain and hill Jhall be, made low, the crooked 
Jhall he made Jir ait, and the rough places plain. 
The glory of the Lord Jhall be revealed, mid all 
Jlejh Jhall fee it together. , • 

The. incidents already enumerated,. juflify the 
obfervations of a learned and ingenious author on 
the refurredion, which we think will equally apr 
ply to the nativity of Chrift, viz. that " Gdd, in 
^' unfolding, his purpofe to the world, differed 
^' widely in his operations, from what would 

" have 
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*' havis been expedled or calculated by humait 
*^ fagacity." That by a fovereign a£t of power 
he could have fubdjied the whole human- race to 
his law and will, there is no manner of queftion. 
But, by adopting a different niethod, he has 
ihowti that his difpenfatior^s in the order of grace 
fhall co-operate with his- natural providence, and 
the fettled laws by which ratioHal, free agents 
«re governed. , In confequenoe of this arrartge- 
inent, the fentiment of St. Paul was fully juftifi- 
ed, the weaknefsffGod is Jironger, andthefooiijh- 
nefs of God is ihifer than man. By inflruments 
apparently thje; nioft feeble ; ■ from caufes the moft 
improbable, he has difplayed the ftrongeft tokens 
of his goodnefs to mankind. He hath beftotjved 
the mod valuable legacy (with jdeference be it 
fpoken) which it was in his power to confer on 
the work of his hands. 

Of the truth of the laft aflertion we fhall be 
fufficiently perfuaded, from the obfervations which 
will occur in the fecond h^ad of difcourfe. 

II. Let us take a fummiary -view of the advan- 
tages, which mankind have derived from the ex- 
ample of Jefus ' Chrjft, and the principles of his 
religion. Behold I bring ym good 'tidingi of great 
joy, which Jhall be unto all people.- 

Here we may make a- pertment enquiry, what 
changes have • taken place in the religion, mo- 
tal habits and cuftoms of jnen, in conlequence of 
the coming of Chrift, and at the fame time de- 
monftrate'tbe fuperiority of the motives to piety 
andfocial yifttie, which are derived from our holy 
religion, - ; 

.' . I. Tothegol^el mankind are indebted for that 
firfl; and grand article of all true- religion, the 
Unity; OF God.' This truth had not only breen 

pbfcured 



( '3 } 

»bfcure3, but obliterated by idolatry, (Although the 
religion of the Jews^ as delivexedby Mofes*madethis 
a principal and pofitivp article. in their creed ; yet 
their frecjuent relapfes into the idolatry of other 
jiations, and the veryjiBworthy notions of the di-» 
vine attributes, that were admitted among their 
jtraditions, prove that they, as well as all the reft 
of humankind, Itood in need of a teacher, who, 
by a divine warrant and by divine authority, 
ihould give them a proper view of the fubjeft. 
Granting this to be the cafe, with a people fa- 
voured with a pure though partial revelatibn of 
the Deity, we may very naturally conclude, that 
in nations and countries walking by the light of 
nature, it would be faj: worfe. Hiftory confirms 
us in this fuppofition. For not merely the heaven- 
ly bodies, the fun, moon and ftars ; but deceafed 
princes and heroes, benefaftors or tyrants- of 
Ktankind, yea the beafts of the field, and the in- 
animate parts of creation, received thofe honours 
which are alone due to the Governor of heaven 
and earth. Who can reckon up the number of 
human, vidims, which were facrificed, either to 
prociu*e their favour, or to appeafe their wrath ? 
Was there a paffion or appetite, however black 
or polluted^ liirking in the heart of man, but re- 
ceived a religious confecration, and was made a 
part of divine; worihip ? The ears of the chaile 
would be wounded at the recital of the impure 
and abominable, thofe of the humane and com- 
paffionate, with that of the infernal barbarities of 
the pagan rites, A bare allufion to many of them 
would be too indecorous for an' aflembly of Chrif- 
tians. ! Sttch fafts did however exift,- as to jufti- 
fy the defcription of them by St; Paul in his epif- 
tles. Profeffin^ themfehes to be wife they became 

fools. 
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fools^ their foolijh hearts were darkened^ fhey wers 
given up to a reprobate mind, they changed the glo- 
ry of the invifible God, to the likenefs of corruptible 
man, to bectfts, ta birds and reptiles. As far, 
therefore, as the primitive religion of nature, 
which comprizds the idea of one God, and him 
infinitely powerful, wife and good, is preferabla 
to the abominations of the heathen, with all their 
brutal and barbarous modes of worfliip \ as far as 
mankind have been enlightened in thefe ddclrines 
by the gofpel, fo far I affirm we are indebted to 
the birth and miniftry of 'Jefus Chrift for the light 
and knowledge we enjoy. We fhall offer no 
other argument in favour of our laft affertion, 
than by alking, in . the language of a late learned 
and eminent writer,* " In what nation, city or 
" even village, has the doftrine of one eternal 
" God been publicly taught, except among the 
" Jews, previous to the commencement of Chrif- 
" tianity ?" 

2. The ftate of the heathen morality, compar- 
ed with that of the gofpel, will give us a further 
■view of the fuperior advantages we enjoy. The 
belief that we are accountable . to a being, who is 
infinitely pure and holy, who will reward the 
moft fecret aSs of goodnefs, and punifli vice 
whether fecret or open, is I fay common to eve- 
ry denomination of Chriftians, however* they 
may differ from each other in modes of worfhip. 
To dfijuftly, to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly, tO' do to others as we would that others 
ihould do to us, to forgive our enemies, and, as 
far as is confiftent with felf prefervation, to re- 
ftore them to our affeftions, to harbour no ma- 
lignity in our hearts, neither to envy' the rich, nor 
' ^ ,; defpife 

* Th^nas Sberltck, Bijhop of London, 
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^efpife the poor, to vifit the afflifted, the friend- 
lefs and the deftitute, and relieve their neceffi- 
ties, to conduft in every relation of life as a good 
neighbour and a good citizen, to be fevere and 
critical in examining our own conduct, to exer- 
cife charity, candour and moderation to all others, 
thefe are truths, \*hich were^ taught by the pre- 
cepts, and exemplified in the life of our blefled 
Saviour. Compare for a moment the principles 
and morals here laid down, with thofe of the 
heathen world, where revenge was in many places 
confidered as a virtue, where patriotifm was but 
a fa£ti6n agaihft the liberty and happinefs of ^ve- 
ry country but their own, where men were iii 
no capaxdty to learn truth or purity of condu£t^ 
from tlieir laws, from their philofdphers, or from 
their fecial inftitutions, where the violation of 
viirtue or decency, was iicarce thought worthy, of 
a flight reproof, ;much lefs of a legal prohibi- 
tion, where every crime againft the peace of fo- 
ciety or individuajs could be juftified from the ex- 
ample of their Gods, j 
. I am aw^are it will be objefted, that the ■writings 
of many eminent men among the heathen recom- 
insoded the pradHce of the focial virtues, and 
exhibited fublime fentiments of piety, in fom^ re- 
jects, not inferior to thofe delivered in the New 
jTeftament. But in ; reply, it may be faid, that 
their,* influence and authority was greatly circum- 
fcrihed, and there was fuch a mixture of the re- 
ligious traditions of their country, as rendered it 
impoffible that any general body of ethics fliould 
be collefted from them. We do not wifh to de- 
preciate' their characters. We admire the eiforts 
of their minds, labouring under fo many dlfad- 
>'»Btages. That the academy alt . Athens and the 

public 
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J)ablic fclBool at Sparta produced mqn o£ fhming^ 
parts and romantic virtues, we do pot deny ; but 
let us lookifar a moment into the private manners 
of their beft difciples ; how very remote were they 
from uniform morality I In one infliance we know 
thai the government of the civilized world was 
left _ta one of the moffc eminent philofopher^' of 
all .antiquity. Yet ^ when: fUpreme power was 
toiited with the highefl: degrees of human wifdom 
zad dignity of charafter, that it produced no ge-^ 
Beral change £or the ,bettef. It fcarcety cleanfed 
the polluted atmofphere of the court. ^ . 
. 3^ Let us confider the alteration in human 
hwa.. and cuftoms, by the propagation of ths 
gofpel. 

Under the heathen fyftem, flavery or deatht 
wasithe ufual confequence of being vafiquifhed in 
war. This warranted the mbft infernal cruelty 
in the conqueror, and • thff mofl: obftinate refin- 
ance in the vanquiflied. Bui: the .'.gofpel, by. th«, 
dofitriner of forgiving- enemies,;, recommending' 
them as objefts of our love, has fcrftened the fe^ 
Tocibiis'paffionsiof men, chaiiged the ftern coun- 
tenance of war, and in an infinity of examples 
bettered the conditionitof mankind. It has mads 
gBoithe pretenfions of its divine Author, vho 
cieclared, that he came to . bting deliv.erance unta 
the captives, the .Dpeniag oftheprifon to them 
that were bourid, and to ioofe thofe that were ap- 
pointed unto death. Equally falutafy. were the 
confequences of .the gofpel, by which polygamy 
is/as -kbAJiflied, and the affections and fenfes of 
men reftrained within fuch limits, as from their 
tendency, promote friendihip, mutual confidence, 
aB,d the care of pofterity. In a word, tty liberate 
Mag the fairer part of creatian from the doniinian 

of 
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aPfevfkfe appetites, byj rendering the ftate of mar- 
riage 'honourable arid mutually advantageous, the,, 
fovtrce of innumerablfe private bleffings ; where 
every- maa's hdme would be an afyium araidft the 
cares and trials of life, "fivhere he might find the 
partner and companion of his heart inftead of the 
ikve of fenfual appetite. ■ 

• I add, that the conftitution of the gofpel is. 
highly favourable to the abolition of perfonal ila- 
very. . Its moft facred myfteries are communicat-. 
ed eq\laJiy to the rich and poor, to the mafter and 
fervant. The fentiraent that every man is ac- 
countable for his actions at the txibunaLof Jefus^ 
Gh'rift, that no diftinftions will be admitted but 
thofe of a moral nature, the doftrine delivered by 
the holy, apoftle St. Paul, that in Chriji there is 
jieither bond nor free, but alt one, could not but 
have made a deep impreffion, and procured a de- 
dfive influence on all, who embrace that holy: 
fyftem, to treat all mankind as brothers. It muft 
from its: tendency have inculcated the principles 
of liberty and equality, fa far as they can exift 
confiftently with order and the focial compaft. • 
In addition to thofe laft mentioned, may we 
n$t afcribe to our holy religion the- benefits which; 
^ife from litemture, commerce and refinement, 
■which have, rendered Ghriftian countries fo far 
fuperior to the: other parts of the: globe ? The 
care aiidpaiiis witJi which the infpired writings 
were preferved, rendered the original languages,, 
in which they were written, abfolutely neceffary 
to be known, and the duties of devotion per- 
formed in the Latin language throughout Europe 
forrmany generations, were means in. the hands < 
of Providence for preferving the' noble compoA- 

C tions, 
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tkitis of the ancients from deftruSion, under the 
g'cat eclipfe of literature by the wvafion of the 
Goths and Vandals in the Weft, and the Scythi- 
ans and Arabs in the Eaft, who eSeStsd the de- 
ftrudion of the Roman Ei^ipire. Otherwife, for 
any caufe, we can afii^Dy the arts and fdences 
would have been buried in the ruins of the Ro-, 
man' government. The civilized parts of Ein-ope 
woald have known no refnrrection of literature, 
but would in all probabiHty have been as bart»af»? 
rous and brutal, as thofe nations on the extreini< 
ty of Afia or America, which have been rifited 
by modern navigators. . 

4. Let us confider the fuperior motives, by 
which we are excited to moral virtue under the 
gofpel, to what were ever laid before mankind 
previous to that difpeiifatioh. The doftrine of par- 
don upon penitence, the fuiBciency of the Sav- 
iour's expiation to compenlate for our imperfeft 
nature, and to raife us to a fphere of exiftence far 
beyond what the moft perfeft innocence could 
hfikVe hoped for from natural religion; have their 
origin in the New Teftament. But, left fuch 
indulgence fliould be a foundation for liicentiouf- 
nefs, and'countera£t the purity of the Chrifti:^ 
doftrines, we are affured that the Supreme Being 
will admit none to his favour, tiU, fubdued by 
divine grace, and clothed with humble reliance 
upon his goodnefs, both their hearts and habits 
are changed. 

But amoiig all the vifible effedts of the gofpel, 
none are more worthy our grateful commemo- 
ration, than the doftrine of the immortality of 
the foul, and the refurredion of the dead. Hu- 
man laws and penalties from large experience are 

proved 
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jiroycd to be ii^Hifidij^t dthef. to ftncoutagi the 
good or to awe^aod reclaiia the #ic)uxU imlefs 
aided by the bop^S i»>d fears of another l!fe» in 
mludi reward .<m4: puqifliineiit will betadjufted, 
not aecprdipg to thepromifcuous plan of Provi^ 
deace in this ftate, bat by the ev^rlaftirtg prinoi- 

?Ies> of tfitfb 93^d righteoufnefji; In thirthere- 
>]ie man in a loeial view has redped innumerable 
be^&s, from the coming pf Chri^. What might 
^eoaftderitd a probability fr^m the natural hopes 
'o|Bpaniundii,^d the writings of g^rejjt aild good^ 
^^ not inJjmSedt ineofnfe^uence of the evidences! 
aMid|^t of our holy re^g"^ may be viewed a» 
a mll% certainty* Hin tV prefehit mixiedlftate 
all things come alike., to all, and there i$ one 
event to the lighteotts and to the wicked ; if thai 
finner be elothed in putple and fere fumptuouf- 
ly every day ) and, tl^ tru« child of virtue is dc^ 
INiyed of the commoii bounties of heaven, our 
boly religion a0Ure$ us, ^at. in a vety Ihort time 
this ficene will be fliifted, the former will be com- 
^^rtpd, i^ latter punitbed* Vice will be ftrlpped 
of its faUe ornaments and its crown. Perfecut^, 
cenlii^g, and ' pergsveHng goodndt will be re. 
fpfved to adorn the, triujQlpK of the Redeemer at 
the great day. Tbefe hopes of our holy religion 
have baniflied the&ars of .filence and perpetud 
fleep. They teach us, ikm He, who. was raifeil 
fromthe dead,, will illuininate .us through the 
darls; valley of die ihadow of death, and intro- 
i^Q$ustP the paternal manflons he has prepar- 
ed,, where are cpUefted the wife and good of all 
paft ages, whofe numbers will conAantly aug- 
ment to the cpnqlufion gf time. If thefe doc- 
trines give a reliih tftprofp«rlty» how much more 

n^cefiary 
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neceffary are t"h«y hr' the unfortunate ? If they 
are a ftimulus to virtue, are s.they not ftill more 
wanted as a check upon the- wicked ? 

Here, my brethren, ■ you fee a frnall part of the 
glorious events; that have taken place in confe- 
quence of the birth and advent of the Redeemer 
to the vsrorld. ' Might not the celeftial meflenger, 
more efpecially when unfolding the dark volufeies* 
of futurity, he forefaw the fplendour of the fpi- 
ritualtfiroile 'of David, and thofe bleffings to the' 
human kmd v?hich originated from the'-^ofpelf 
be juftified in 'declaring, / bring ydw^'goo'd tidings of 
great joy, •which Jhall be unto all feopieJ W€A 
might his '<:eleftial attendants refpond to his fenti* 
ments, glory to^ G^ in tJfe- higheft, peace on earth, 
end geod will towards mki. '■ Weil might-the aged- 
and venerable prophet, infpired with more than 
mortal joy, fing his ^''nhAcdimitiis:"[Pe)^iit- 
thy f errant -ie depart, for mine- ^'eyes have fien th^ 
l^hatim,^'i'Wkkh 'thou hafi prepared before the 
face ofhU'fiople. .-■,,.:' 
^ I notsr haften, in the ^/jW place, to offer a few- 
refleaionsf •: ' ^^ -'-".'-^ ■ '■'■■ ' ■ ■ 

. /7r/?,.'Sombtihing wiU 'b6^ expected concerning 
thereligious ■ fefth'al itfelf. A queftion of this 
kinil will Mtiirally arifel in your mind, why, if 
the birth of Chriftbe attended with fo many ad- 
Vantages to mankind, ftould not this day- be "ho- 
nour^ with 'religious folemnity ? Wherefore h^ve^ 
our anceftots of the New-England Hates,' who 
fbuqded our churches, fefufed it that honour and 
notice jiaid b)^ all other Chriftians f In reply, un- 
der 'patience' J[nd candour of 'the audience^ I fhalL 
give' you -fomet among* the ittore important of their 
objcclions, add^g. at the fame tiiiie fome j/entt- 
meats of .my own. *' In 
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"-Ift*the firft'' place,* the' day has never been ' 
" idert^ed with fuch ;correftnefs, as;, to warrant' 
** its-'^^ei-vatitinj ' Were we to determine by the 
*' time in which Zachariaswfficrated in the tetti- 
** '^te,- we could gajifei bo light ' upon • the fnbjeOrJ 
"^feeeaufethe oitie* ind rank of priefts were vai' 
** ' rted at th© " plsaftire of the: Roman Governors. 
** '&» th^ next place, all'their pubHe records pe- 
" riflied with their temple. Should it be comi' 
" puted-feyfthe-' Romaii eenfus, when Cyrenius 
•* -Was pfefldent of Syria, that period is placed;, 
** by fdmeSSBTpofitets at an earlier feaEfori of the 
" year.'* To the hft objeftion may be added. 
** another ; that oijhephardf feeding their Jlocks bf. 
" ^ght. Though PalefliiBKbe 'm a climate muca"J 
" warmer than our owpj jret fiich an employ- 
*' 'ment' was improbable' at. 'that hte featfon: of 
" the year. To this- pdrhaps their fuccefibrs 
'* would add, thacthereformation of the calendar 7 
** half a cenonrya^Oi' feaB V caufed a variation of: 
*'* eleven-<lays in the time of its celebration,. *z u.>fi. 
/« They farther olqe8:4d, that the feftival.'ij; 
*^ enjoined neither by Chrift nor his iapafttes • in 
**^»any part of the New Teftament, that th'ere are 
'tiiK> traces tpibe ftmnd of , it in 'thi" early, andt' 
**^pure ages of the church ; from whence they, 
"tirfew tins infereijce,;^ that at an after p«fibd it^ 
"• tias 'fubftituted for fpme pigan, feftivaif aftef 
*i'.the3churehJiad become oAtruptJ'- iKs*., ■' ,k> 

" They confidefed it as a'feiftival #B|dB|ed.by 

<»^' human authority, and therefore, as they dif- 

" pyted?all prietenflons of that kind, as .inKadiii^ 

■-■■.• , , .: > ' W- the 

* 7hefe ohjeSions I have ^jittiif \n tnj ciuit language, from ' 
rlainngsiiairectlliaionij.J{ ftv ,?' ' ' 
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**■ thfe kingdom of Chrift, they on that account 
" refufed it any particular notice or honour. 

*' Laftly, it is probable, from the rigour ajwl 
ff feverity of chdr principles, they might tdifljks 
** the manner in which it was obferved by the i§^ 
*? norant and unthinHnf part of the community, 
** and might therefore view It aS produ3iv4rOi^ 
'j 4ii&pation and indecent raiith, and ec^i^uent" 
** iy hoftile to the mterefts of piety ami virtue." 

Thefe arguments have been redtcd rather to? 
gratify the hearers than with a view or wifli for 
polemical <tifcuffion. The greater part of them 
at the prefent day, confidsriiig the mutual good 
fenfe of thofe who deny or admit their wet|^tj are 
of very little confequenm. I conceive Lthe fame* 
nefs of the day is given up on all hands by the 
pefent 0regorlan calendar. Good men we are 
faiiflble may differ in their opinions how far a 
power eiq'oi^ng a pofidyead;of woi'fliip, unex* 
eeption^lein kfdf, may be lodged in the church. 
But at the fame time, however different their ap« 
iwehiofionc of the lawfulnefs of the . authority, 
they flriay aU perform the fame a£l:s of worfhip 
from iWeeent Aiotives. Some may view the cdb* 
bhition of this day as an ad of piety, becaufi; -it 
has its origin in venerable antiquity, and is fiip* 
ported by the example of' the greater part of the 
<%riffiah world. Others^, from voluntary ^effii* 
fion of gratitude to the menalry cf Chrifti A' 
third piriy; Having-^o obje£tions to offet, may 
edeem it a mark of charity and catholicifm .to 
uniie in.the ^eio^^m of their fellow ChriftiaQa^ 

If if) be admitted by the candid and moderate 
ojf both, parties, that f<^B|e, day fhould be f@t apart 
for this purpofe, I think we may infers that the 

pcadice 
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;>ra£Uce of tbe churches of England und Geiieiw^ 
the Proteftant churches in Germany, the Greek 
churches in Afia and Europe, yrhich laft com- 
prize thereltgi(»i of the Ruffian Empire, (hould 
givfe a decided preference to the prefent time. 

For my own part, though. I have the higheft 
veneration ior the found^s of the New-England 
churcbesj yet I conceive it may be polTible ttKit, 
with hearts filled with piety, they iitught vi- 
brate to an extreme in leffer matters. As a mere 
human and compulfive injundaon,. I fliould pro-* 
teftagainft the obfervatioB of the day. But as 
t free-wilUoffering to the Lord Jeius Chrift, as a 
voluntary honour to the feafon of his birth, I 
coald heartily wifh, that every temple confecraU 
ed to the mod high God throughout the land 
were opened to commemorate, with proper fenfi- 
biKtyand fervent gratitnde, the benevolence of 
the Deity in fendmg a Saviour. Certainly xkm 
thoufands, nay millions of fincere Chriftian pro* 
hSsxs, engaged in this iioly a^ of devotion andt 
fsety, would warm and elevate our reli^ous aj& 
fbfHons. For juft is the obfervati(»i of tbc wif; 
man, iron fixarfeneth irsn, fg a man Jh^rfeaetk 
the countenance vf hk friends 
. In the feioud placet the day itfelf may lead us 
tofome collateral rede£tions on the advantages ci 
fuch -reUgioQs in{Htutions as occafion pleaiiire to 
the mind, and admit of fbme entertainment to 
the fenfes. It may be juftly offered in tbeir de* 
jfence, that when limited by a firiA veneration 
for religion and its Author, reArained by deco- 
cum from fenfual exceifes, when they neither ate 
aHowed to promote idolatry, or. trefpafs on th« 
calls of common life^ &ey dieferve reverence aod 

attention 
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attention not only from the devout man, but 
^en from the good citizen. The Deity in the 
abftrad is too fublime tor our conceptfons. His 
original cannott be invdligated by the moft pro- 
found thought or elevated powers of the human 
fouF. ' We therefore form our ideas of him from 
the nobleft images of created excellence ; from 
the beft moral and intelligent qualities of the 
mindl Thefe, '; though infinitely fliort of his 
eflbnce, yet are neoeffaTy aids to aflift us in the 
dutiesiof piety. For who can ^y fearching find 
mtt Go'd^ ijbo can find out the Almighty to perfec- 
tion ? It is high as heaben, what canfi; thou do ? 
Deeper 1 than hell, what canfi thou know ? The 
nteafure thereof is longer than, the earth', and broad-' 
ir than' , the fea. The Almighty, therefore, in 
exhibiting himfelf to his creatures, has conde- 
fcended to the. prefent frame and condition of 
HKm. Accordingly he manifefted himfelf to his' 
ancient people by vilible demdnftrations of his 
power. To Adam under the reprefentation oft 
a. man walking in the garden in the cool of the| 
day; to Mofes and the people of Ifirael by (a pil- 
fer of Ji^ht ; and '.afterwards to the, fame people' 
by the Shechinah, wluch was a fymbol of his' 
power and prefence, fefiding between the "Che- 
rubims. Laft. of ajl, he' 'manifefted himfelf to* 
mankind by hi^ Son, the- brightnefs of his glory j^ 
driigned as a very .'pifture of himfelf, through" 
■which^ they might adore him. From thefe fa£ts' 
we infer, that though idolatry is.juftly to .be- re- 
peobSited, yet from the nature of mankind, re-' 
KgionA6ught, in fome meai'ure, to be'adapted to 
the feafes. And weyare juftified in this' obfer- 
vation-by jthe words; of the apollle, wherein he- 

directs 



<difeiiii to glorify God not only with our fflrits, hut 
with our bodies which are his. 

Social worfhip, the obfervation of the Sabbath, 
Baptifm, and the Lofd's Supper, are effential, in 
the prefent order of nature, for the prefervatioa 
of the Chriftian fyftem. We therefore find each 
of thefe ftriftly enjoined, either by precept or 
example, in the New Teftament. Our annual 
Fafts and Thankfgivings, confidered as volunta- 
ry homage to the Supreme Being, deprecating 
his difpleafure, foliciting his protedion, and ac- 
knowledging his pad goodnefs, are not venera- 
ble merely for being coeval with the fettlement 
of the country ; but are cuftoms wife and good 
in themfelves. Very few are there, who are fo 
capable of contemplation, as to fupport internal 
religion, if all public forms Ihould be laid afide. 
Of thefe, none are more pleafmg than fuch as 
awaken a cheerful gratitude to God, or lead us 
to meditate on fuch parts of the divine condufi;, 
as are in the higheft degree interefting to our- 
felves. 

This fubjeft is more important, than we fhould 
at firft fuppofe. For it may be an enquiry wor- 
thy of wife and good men, whether the gloomy 
medium, through which religion has been viewed 
by many in the land, hath not had a tendency to 
promote infidelity or defpair ? Whether it may 
not have been produdive of the horrors of fanat- 
icifm, arifing from the moft unworthy notions of 
the divine charafter, on the one hand ; or on the 
other, of that irrational exuberant enthufiafm, fo 
hoftile to order and decency in public worfhip ; 
the parent of confujion and every evil work ? Were 
I compelled to choofe, I ihould rather adopt a 
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religion admitting as facred rites fports and pjff^ 
times pcrfjftly innocent, than one holding up to 
view our Heavenly father as an implacable ty- 
rant, enacliiig laws impoffible to be obeyed, and 
for their neccfary violation, infli£l:ing punifhments 
unfpeakably levere, infinitely difproportional, and 
terrible beyond conception ; and, furthermore, 
reprefenting his favour as conciliated by no other 
means, than by facrihcing, to what is blafphem- 
cufly ftiled his glory, the love of our proper 
nature implanted in us by himfelf,. and by a 
cheerful acquiefcence in fuffering the vengeance of 
eternal f re to expiate the unpardonable crime of 
our exiltence. 

Thirdfy,irThe pleafing umoir of different de- 
nominations of Chriftians in the foiemnities of the 
day leads me to remark, that the variety of feds 
in the Chriftian world, although confidered as a 
defect, are eflential, in the prefent order of things, 
for the prefervation of religion and moralityi 
Did our nature anfd circuitnftances admit,, nathing 
■would be more grateful to a pious mind, than 
that all the children of Adam, with one mode, 
heart and tonguej ll;<iuld pay their devout ac- 
knowledgments to their common Parent and Be- 
nefaftor. But from dear bought experience we 
find, that all attempts to introduce uniformity in 
matters of religion have, not only been ineffi- 
cient, but produdive of infinite evils in fociety. 
" A variety ' of religious denominations may, iot 
'- aught we know, be the moft fuitableto the 
" unfearchable nature of the Deity." It is mo- 
rally certain, however, that it is a neceffary check 
on fuperftition, and promotes a laudable emula- 
tion among different feats to rival one another 

in 
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m animated devotion, and purity of condud. If 
a fingle feft, however pure and honeftin their 
intentions, fliould prevail fo far as to exclude a 
toleration of others, it would foon refemble a 
great body of ftagnant water, which, by becom- 
ing corrupted, emits polluted air and peftilential 
vapours. The pure principles of Chriftianity would 
become contaminated by a communication with 
the interefts of this world. The churches might 
encreafe in the fplendour of their appearance, 
but internal piety and the majefty of holinefs 
would vanifh. The generous and liberal provi- 
lion, devoted for the purpofes of public inftruc- 
tion, would eventually become the exclufive pat- 
rimony of pride, indolence, and intereft with the 
great, inftead of the rewards of true godlinefs, 
ftrift morality, and literary labour. 

Fourthly, While we contemplate the blelfings 
which have flowed from the birth of the Saviour, 
let us not forget to praife God for the light and 
knowledge of the prefent day, for the reforma- 
tions in religion by reducing it to its primitive fim- 
plicity. Within two centuries what a happy 
change ! The iron hand of perfecution is not on- 
ly maimed, but we hope ftricken off from the 
trunk. The United States of America are add- 
ed to the lift of Chriftian nations, who, to the 
bleffings of religion in its native fimplicity, have 
added fuch free and glorious conftitutions of civil 
government, as have exhibited the higheft point 
to which human felicity can be carried. The 
moft free and rational enquiries on civil and reli- 
gious fubjeds are not only allowed, but invited. 
The four, unfocial fpirit of bigotry is obliged to 
lay afide its former infolence, and difguife its 
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ftature, or retreat to the habitations of ignorance 
and folly. And it is with pleafure I can an- 
nounce, that the liberal and catholic fpirit among 
Chriftians of different opinions at the prefent day, 
j-eflefts high honour on our common gofpeU 
We feel, and may we ever feel its bleffed effefts ! 
Let us then lay afide all bitternefs, and even cool- 
nefs and fliynefs to one another ; like " brethren 
*' of the fame family of different chriftian n^mes." 
Let our only ^eal and emulation be, to excel 
each other in piety, and in the prafitice of thofe 
virtues that embellifli ^nd dignify human life. 

Our own age has been pfegnaiiit with won? 
ders. From caufes little contemplated, the moft 
furpri?5ing revolutions have taken place in the old 
world. Already fuperftition has fallen from her 
bafis. On her ruins has been eredled the fhorf 
but abominfible dominion of atheifm. The votar 
lies of the former we hope will be convinced by 
their intercourfe with foreign countries, that they 
have fgen Chriftianity through a falfe medium, 
The advocates of the latter have, by a dreadful 
experiment, been convinced of thefe eternal 
truths, thf!t man was made to worjhip God, and 
that fbdety cannot fubjiji without religion. 

But however thefe important commotions may 
operate on the minds of men in thofe parts of the 
globe where they exift, I fmcerely pray they 
may have a tendency to excite in us a love and 
reverence for the religious inftitutions of our 
country. Look to the effects of that piety and 
thofe manly virtues for which our venerable an- 
ceftors were renowned. Behold them in the nu- 
merous and beautiful fabrics erefted to the ho? 
Tipur and worihip of God, in our univerfities, in 
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£>ur public fchools of learning, in the rapid pro- 
grefs of the arts and fciences, in all the comforts 
iand even elegancies of life, in their induftry, and 
thofe improvements, which have rendered our 
land the praife and joy of all the earth, in a com- 
munity the moft moral jand enlightened of any 
known from the creation to the prefent day; 
religion, I fay the religion of Jefus was the foul 
that animated all their labours, and converted a 
gloomy wildernefs to a paradife for their oifspring. 

Thefe are fuiEcieilt caufes, my brethren, why 
we fhould venerate the religion delivered by Jefus 
Chrift ;* why we fhould look upon it not as a 
vain and popular fuperftition, but as the nobleft 
inheritance we have derived from our fathers, as 
a tie of common confidence, equally a bulwark 
and ornament of our country. 

While we fee the partial effe£ls of the Redeem- 
icr's kingdom thus falutary to mankind, what may 
we not infer, when he fhall confummate hi? 
kingdom in the new heavens and earth which 
fhall be prepared for his refidence ! When the bo' 
dy of fm jhall be dejiroyedy and nature, purged 
from her ancient contagion, fhall be reflored to 
her primitive innocence and glory! When his 
right hand fhall flay the crooked ferpent, and the 
brightnefs of his coming fhall fcatter and deftrpy 
the effeds of death and natural evil ! Thefe things 
may appear diflant to us ; but he who has pro- 
mifed is faithful. From the honour and veracity 
of his charafter, it would be impious to queflion 
the afTurance that is given, that the kingdoms of 
jhis ^orld ihould become the kingdoms of our 
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Vana /uferjiilio weUrumve ignara deorum, 
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Lord and of his Chrifl:, and he fhall reign fore- 
ver and ever. 

Animated and infpired by thefe hopes, let me 
conjure you to pour forth your warmeft affeftions, 
your fincereft gratitude, to the Infant of Bethle- 
hem. What a triumph did our nature receive, 
when perfeft holinefs in the perfon of Iramanuel 
came and dwelt in ilelh ! " When he overcame 
" the fharpnefs of death, he opened the kingdom 
*' of heaVen to all true behevers." Let the in- 
cenfe you now offer to your great Friend and Be- 
nefactor, be fmcere piety, accompanied with a 
humble and contrite fpirit. Truft me when I af- 
fure yon, that this will be a more acceptable pre-' 
fent to the great Judge of hearts, than thoufands 
and teils of thoufands of viftlms, which you might 
offer, or fhrines and temples of the higheft beau- 
ty and magnificence, which you fnould ered iu 
honour of his memory. 
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